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Gunnar Asker, featured speaker at ASSE Dinner Meeting on September 6 in New York at
PEKING Restaurant 100 Park Avenue (Corner East 40th Street and Park Avenue NW
corner, has put together a photo display of Swedish Navy pictures on a large white
display board measuring 4 feet high and 6 feet long of 8 large Navy Photos in 3 rows.
Top row: Train Ferry , Auxiliary mine layer and cruiser "Drottning Victoria" and The
Flag Ship HMS "SVERIGE" followed by a picture showing Home Fleet Staff Chaplain
giving a sermon between the two aft 28 cm guns before the entire ships crew. The second
row: Shows 4 destroyers tied up "Pearl Harbour" fashion side by side. The next photo
shows smoke billowing up from 3 sunken destroyers at the so called "Harsfjarden
Disaster". This was Swedens "Pearl Harbor" which happened September 17, 1941 about
3 months before Pearl Harbor. The third row: A panoramic view of the Swedish Home
Fleet (Kust Flottan) in June 1945 one month after the cease fire in Europe. This picture
shows the 3 pocket battle ships, Sverige, Drottning Victoria and Gustav V and the
cruisers Fylgia and Gotland and the auxiliary Alvsnabben and some smaller craft. The
Home Fleet had not been seen in Stockholm harbor since 1939 when the war in Europe
broke out. This is truly a historic photo display. Events which occured during 1939-45
will never occur again. If Sweden gets into a tight political situation again, let us hope
not, it will be under entirely different circumstances. Finally there is a picture showing
Gunnar Asker in 1946 in discussion with Captain Stokes of the US Naval Academy,
when Gunnar was Technical Naval Attache in Washington during 1945-47. This Photo
display will be shown at the ASSE Dinner meeting on September 6. Contact Liza
Hansson at asse-usa@home.com for details.
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